Concordances
Concordances are lists of where every major word appears in the Bible. Pick
a word, look it up, and see a verse-by-verse listing of that word (often with a
little surrounding context, incase you are looking for a specific phrase). It is
important to use a concordance that is based on your preferred translation to
avoid confusion when possible.

A look at some of the tools available to help your studies
by Pr. Michael Taylor
For your reference, this handout will show you what some of the tools and
resources described in the Bible 101 & Bible Study lessons look like.
Leviticus 27:34, handwritten Hebrew* from 10th century:

Leviticus 27:34, modern digital Hebrew* lettering:
מֹשה אֶ ל־ בְּ נֵ֣י י ְִּשר ֵ֑אל בְּ הַ֖ר ִסינָֽי׃
ַ֖ ֶ ֵ֣אלֶה ה ִמצְּ וֹ֗ת אֲשֶֶׁ֨ ר צִ וָּ֧ה יְּהוָ֛ה אֶ ת־
One helpful feature of printed concordances is that many of them will also
include the reference number for “Strongs” Hebrew & Greek dictionaries. This
will let people get into some of the differences and nuances of the original
languages even if they don’t even understand their alphabets.

*Modern Hebrew Bibles use Aramaic letters for their words. This change happened
right after the Babylonian exile. It doesn’t change the meaning of words at all.

From Matthew 1, handwritten Greek on Papyrus from 3rd century (“P1”):

From Matthew 1, modern digital Greek lettering:
Βίβλος γενέσεως Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ, υἱοῦ Δαυῒδ, υἱοῦ Ἀβραάμ. Ἀβραὰμ
ἐγέννησε τὸν Ἰσαάκ, Ἰσαὰκ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Ἰακώβ, Ἰακὼβ δὲ
ἐγέννησε τὸν Ἰούδαν καὶ τοὺς ἀδελφοὺς αὐτοῦ, Ἰούδας δὲ ἐγέννησε
τὸν Φαρὲς καὶ τὸν Ζαρὰ ἐκ τῆς Θάμαρ, Φαρὲς δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Ἐσρώμ,
Ἐσρὼμ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Ἀράμ,

Study Bibles

Bible Commentaries

Andrews Study Bible sample page, showing notes at the bottom of the page,
cross references in the blue columns in the middle of the page, and a map of
the region where Paul was doing his ministry. All of these additional helps
appear alongside the Bible text itself, and is just a slightly larger Bible.

Whereas Study Bibles will fit their limited notes in a single volume alongside
the Bible text, commentaries are much larger and more exhaustive studies of
the Bible. Because of their more thorough nature, they’re often several volumes
long and will go verse-by-verse. Pictured below is the SDA Bible Commentary,
first published in the late 1950’s. It was revised in the 1980’s, and various
Adventist publishers are hoping to release a new edition at some point in the
2020’s to reflect updated understandings of language, history, archaeology,
and theology.

Besides the popular edition published by Andrews University, there are several
other prominent Study Bibles for Adventists to use. Another popular option is
the “Remnant Study Bible”, which includes Ellen White’s comments on verses or
themes.

Bible Software
As we continue into the digital future, many of these resources are available
on computers and phones. 3 of the best-known and widely-used services are
BibleGateway, YouVersion Bible, and Logos.
• BibleGateway is a free to use website & app which has the basic Bible text
available in 73 languages and 225 total versions.
• YouVersion is the most downloaded Bible app on smartphones. Like
BibleGateway, it has the basic Bible text in several languages and versions,
but it also adds daily devotional plans.
• Logos is a software & smartphone app that includes the basic Bible, plus
many scholarly resources (such as study Bible notes and dictionaries).
Whereas the other software mentioned will only do basic searches for
keywords, Logos can look at original languages & their various forms.

